
April 20, 2007 
 
Samy Watson  
Canadian Executive Director 
MC-12-175, 1818 H St. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20433, USA  
Facsimile: (202) 477-4155 
Email: swatson1@worldbank.org 
 
Dear Mr. Watson: 
 
We are writing to express our deep concern that the World Bank’s new Health, Nutrition, and 
Population (HNP) Strategy, due to be discussed by the World Bank Board of Directors on April 24th, 
has a number of weaknesses including effectively omitting all commitments to Bank funding for family 
planning.  We encourage you to address these major shortcomings and push for stronger family 
planning, and sexual and reproductive health and rights.   
 
We are very concerned that if the Health, Nutrition, and Population Strategy is approved as it is 
currently written, it will mean less funding and a lower level of priority for sexual and reproductive 
health and rights in development strategies around the world. This will have serious consequences for 
the rights of women and men across the globe, as well as holding back progress towards meeting the 
Millennium Development Goals, including the targets around universal access to HIV treatment by 
2010 and universal access to sexual and reproductive rights by 2015. 
 
We have heard reports that a supplemental note to be appended to the strategy will make greater 
reference to the role of the Bank with regards to sexual and reproductive health. This is helpful, but it 
is no substitute for a strong HNP Strategy.  An appended note also implies that reproductive rights 
and family planning are an afterthought at the Bank, whereas they should be a primary concern. 
 
The weaknesses in the HNP Strategy are particularly alarming given evidence obtained by the 
Government Accountability Project that Managing Director Juan José Daboub instructed a team of 
Bank specialists to delete all references to family planning from the proposed Country Assistance 
Strategy for Madagascar.  Mr. Daboub is the top official in charge of setting African lending policy and 
health sector strategies.  We call on you to launch an investigation into this matter immediately. 
 
Our apprehensions about the Draft HNP Strategy are not limited to reproductive rights and family 
planning.  Other issues of concern include: 
 

• The draft fails to state that the Bank's own evidence shows that user fees for essential health 
care have been very injurious to public health and that the strategy of providing "exemptions" 
for the poor has failed.  From this evidence should flow a Bank recommendation to eliminate 
health care user fees.  Language in the present draft suggesting that user fees should only be 
eliminated after multiple prior conditions have been met should be deleted. The Bank should 
also commit to work with countries to adopt appropriate financing schemes, including 
measures that ensure sufficient resources are allocated to clinics and facilities providing basic 
care to the poor. 

 
• The draft fails to make reference to non-communicable diseases. This is a serious omission. 

The World Health Organization reports that non- communicable diseases account for more 
than 40 percent of deaths in developing countries, and many of the appropriate interventions 
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to reduce this toll of disease and death are highly cost-effective. The final version should 
include measures to address non-communicable diseases. 

 
• The draft does not give enough weight to the Bank's responsibility to work with developing 

countries to resolve the human resources shortage to address the health crisis. The Bank's 
comparative advantage in this area is the provision of finance, and ensuring structural 
approaches to create national fiscal space for health care investments squeezed by current 
IMF loan conditions. 

 
• In addition to ensuring access to essential health care for the poor, the Bank should support 

health financing approaches that are equitable, integrated and non-commercial. 
 

• The draft focuses its discussion of governance and corruption on the public sector. Corruption 
is not a uniquely public sector problem -- it is a problem across all sectors and within the Bank 
itself. The failure to acknowledge that corruption equally affects the private sector (and the 
ways in which private sector actors corrupt the public) wrongly perpetuates myths about the 
public sector.  Discussions of corruption that only reference the public sector should be 
dropped from the strategy. 

 
• Finally, the strategy assumes current levels of funding, and fails to make the case for the need 

for -- and to outline how services must to be scaled up as a result of -- the large-scale aid 
increases to which donors have committed themselves. 

 
We are therefore writing to you, as Canada’s Executive Director, to ask for your full assurance that 
you will address these concerns.  The Canadian government has strong commitments to gender 
equality, strengthening sexual and reproductive health, including through family planning and 
contraception, and to a rights-based approach to development.  We ask you to use your voice and 
vote to ensure that the proposed HNP Strategy is rejected unless these issues are addressed. 
 
We look forward to receiving a progress update on this matter.  
 
Signed, 
 
Elaine Zuckerman 
President 
Gender Action 
elainez@genderaction.org  
www.genderaction.org  
 
Jeff Powell 
Coordinator 
The Bretton Woods Project 
jpowell@brettonwoodsproject.org  
www.brettonwoodsproject.org  
 
Fraser Reilly-King  
Coordinator 
Halifax Initiative Coalition 
freillyking@halifaxinitiative.org  
www.halifaxinitiative.org  

Derek MacCuish 
Coordinator 
The Social Justice Committee, Montreal 
sjc@web.ca  
www.s-j-c.net/  
 
Lydia Alpizar Duran 
Executive Director 
Association for Women's Rights in 
Development, Canada & Mexico 
lalpizar@awid.org  
www.awid.org  
 
Robert Fox 
Executive Director 
Oxfam Canada 
robertf@oxfam.ca  
www.oxfam.ca  
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Cc:  
The Honourable James Flaherty 
Minister of Finance 
L'Esplanade Laurier 
140 O'Connor 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G5 
Fax: (613) 995-5176 
jflaherty@fin.gc.ca  
 
The Honourable Josée Verner 
Minister for International Cooperation  
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)  
Place du Centre 
200 Promenade du Portage 
Hull, QC K1A 0G4  
Fax: (819) 997-6918  
josee_verner@acdi-cida.gc.ca  
 
Terrence Winsor (twinsor@worldbank.org)  
Stephen Millar (Millar.Stephen@fin.gc.ca) 
John Davies (Davies.John@fin.gc.ca)  
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